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2008 Will Be a Giant Year for our Profession! 
 
Two major pieces of legislation that will directly affect optometry as we 
know it will be headed through Sacramento in 2008.  In addition to changes 
in the law, Scott Kamena, OD will be running for the CA State Assembly, 
while Ed Hernandez, OD will be running for re-election, in 2008.   
 
One of the bills will involve healthcare for all or most Californians, and 
your dues (if you’re a member) are helping the COA play an integral role in 
trying to make sure that optometrists are included as providers (previously 
proposed bills specifically excluded ODs!).  If you’re not a COA/TCOS 
member, please join – the money you pay helps to insure professional 
stability and growth. 
 
The second piece of legislation will deal with expansion of the scope of 
optometric law in California.  You may recall the mid-90’s battle that was 
waged with the CMA over the right for ODs to use TPAs.  As part of that 
‘deal’ we promised to not attempt expansion of our scope of practice until 
now.  The COA performed a survey last year asking for your input on what 
would be important to CA ODs.  Over 1/3 of the licensed docs responded! – 
an overwhelmingly high  percentage for a survey.  Thanks to all of you who 
participated – the COA will be heeding your advice when it comes to 
negotiations with organized medicine and the law-makers. 
 
If any of you want to get more involved in your chosen profession, I invite 
you to contact me so we can discuss how you can make a difference. 
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful season of holidays and more! 
Looking Forward, Steve Langsford – President TCOS 
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SYCAMORE SPRINGS SPA IN AVILA BEACH  

(NEAR PISMO) 

SATURDAY OCT. 20TH, 11:30 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. 

SPEAKERS : GEORGE COMER, OD;  

 PAUL STALLMAN , MD; STEPHEN BYLSMA, MD 

SPONSORS: ALCON, MARCHON, ZEISS/SOLA �
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NOVEMBER 16 – 18, 2007 
�
�(�� �� "��"#�� ) ��$!�'� � $*"#� �

THE TOWER CLUB IN OXNARD 

DECEMBER 16, 2007 
�
+ $%�"#�  �!��" �

JANUARY 12TH
 2008  

4-POINTS SHERATON IN VENTURA 
�
) � �"���� ! "�",��"� �

February 8 – 9, 2008 
�
� ���� + "�� �

MARCH 13 – 16, 2008 

LONG BEACH 
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APRIL 20TH
 2008  

SANTA BARBARA (CITY) 

 
 



���������	
������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send Dr. Steve Langsford your most current/usable e-mail address 
since we will try to send out future Visionary issues electronically (at first 
both snail mail and e-mail, then possibly only by e-mail).   
His address is: drsteve@familyoptometric.com  -Thank you! 
 

SUMMER UPDATE THANKS 
 
Thank you to our sponsors (Transitions, AMO and CIBA), speakers (Myron 
Liebhaber, MD; Mike DeSanto, OD; Mark Sherman, MD), and attendees.  Also to 
the Firestone Brewery! 
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TCOS Continuing Education Announcement 

 
 
Date:  Saturday October 20th 2007 
Place:  Sycamore Springs Spa & Resort – Avila Beach, CA (b/w Pismo & SLO city) 
Directions: 101 North to Avila Beach Dr. exit (follow as road curves to left) �  1 mile on left 

101 South to Avila Beach Dr. exit (do NOT take Avila Beach San Luis Bay Dr.) �  
Turn RT at the stop sign onto Avila Beach Dr. �  1 mile on left 

 
SCHEDULE          
11:30 am Check-in       
12:00 noon George Comer, OD – “Current Concepts in Ophthalmic Imaging” 
  2:00 pm Lunch* / Sponsors / General Meeting 
  3:00 pm Paul Stallman, MD – “Update on Oculoplastics” 
  4:00 pm Stephen Bylsma, MD – “Latest in the Surgical Management of Glaucoma” 
 
Sponsors: Alcon, Marchon, Zeiss/SOLA 
 
Cost:  Members $40 ‘pre-paid’ (check received with RSVP by Mon Oct 15th) 
  Members $50 (paid after the 15th, including ‘at the door’)  

Non-Members $100 ‘pre-paid’ 
Non-Members $110  

 
Please RSVP by Oct. 15th at the latest so that we may give an accurate head count to caterer 
* Please specify preference – CHICKEN or SALMON or VEGETARIAN (mushroom ravioli) 
 
Dr. Tiffany Smart 
e-mail: tiffsmart@hotmail.com 
Fax:  805-772-2172  
‘snail mail’: (see below) 
Please include your name, license #, and entrée preference on responses 
 
Send checks (payable to “TCOS”) to  
Dr. Tiffany Smart at 590 Harbor St., Morro Bay, CA 93442  
Please include your name and license # on responses and checks 
 
Special Requests:  Please respond whether YES (will attend) or NO (regrets).  This way we will 
know if our communiqué has reached you.  Also, if you have a preferred e-mail address let us 
know so that we may more efficiently contact you regarding future TCOS events. - Thanks! 
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      Minutes for July 15, 2007 General Meeting: 

 
President Steve Langsford called the meeting to order at the Firestone Brewery in Buellton at 12:17pm. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  (Mayhew) The minutes (taken by Tiffany Smart) from the April meeting held at the 
Eye & Vision Care in Goleta were approved as written. (Hatcher/Smart) 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: (Hider)  We have $8,321.98 in the Vision One savings account and $12,670.49 in the 
Union Bank checking account.  There was a profit of $665.00 at the April 22, 2007 meeting in Goleta.  The 
treasurer’s report was approved as written (Mayhew/Sherman) 
 
VICE PRESIDENT:   (Alford)  The next meeting will be on Saturday October 20th at the Sycamore Hot Springs in 
Avila Beach. 
 
PRESIDENT ELECT:   (Smart)  SCCO is sending their faculty members out on the road to lecture and they would 
like to come to one of our meetings.   
-The COA is having a membership drive from September to November to try to get new members. 
 
PUBLIC AWARENESS:   (Schachter)  Scott is our new public awareness officer and will help to get information 
out to the public that is important to optometry. 
 
POLITICAL LIASON:    
(State - Sherman)  We received an e-mail from the COA to clarify who are the key persons for our area 
assemblyman and senators.   
 
(Federal – Langsford for Boggs)  There are a few national bills that are of interest to optometry: 
-To expand access to Optometrists in specific insurances. 
-Recognize Optometrists as Physicians so we can provide medical care to Medi-Cal patients. 
-A bill to protect patients from unscrupulous contact lens venders. 
 
VISIONARY: (Luekenga) A special thanks to Aaron for taking over the publication of the Visionary.  I was sent 
through the mail and e-mail.  About a third of the e-mails came back so please advise Aaron of new e-mails.  We 
will continue the mailing for the next few issues then go to e-mails and fax only. 
 
PRESIDENT: (Langsford)  September 7-8 is the Presidents Council in San Jose.  Doctors Smart and Langsford 
will be going for the TCOS.   
-February will be the House of Delegates in Sacramento where eight to ten TCOS members will go to vote on 
policy. 
-Our October CE will be in Avila Beach, January CE will be in Ventura.  For the annual Christmas party we are 
trying to get the Tower Club in Oxnard. 
 
-They are replacing the sales rep for Allergan in the southern area and one of the finalists up for it is a spunky 
redhead known by TCOS member Dick Hatcher. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: President Langsford adjourned the meeting at 12:40pm (Hatcher/Smart). 

 

OTHER STUFF 
 
1) SAVE THE DATE! 

- Holiday Mixer for TCOS/COA Members and their guests 
- Sunday December 16th 
- At the Tower Club – top floor of the Morgan-Stanley Tower in  

Oxnard 
- Reception followed by gourmet dinner  

 
2) Please send CE RSVPs to Dr. Tiffany Smart 

- 590 Harbor St. , Morro Bay, 93442 
- tiffsmart@hotmail.com 
- 805-772-2172 (fax) 

 

The Visionary Info: 
 
)���/	�	�
��'�	��&���	���*�
��
������	����&���'�����'�����
)�	,���
�'��&������	��
���	��'0����
	
��/�
������
��
���1���������
*���
�
2�	����	�&�����
�	��(�
�
�*
���	�	
���	
���*	
��
�����	�	�*��*����������
����	���*�����������%��
%�����&�	������������
������
&���	���	�
(������
�*
���	�	
��	
������	�
��
*�
&���	���	�
��
*������
����*������&��������
����3�

"�
�������*���("(�
#��4$����,5��6�

��+�#��4$����,�6�4�
�
7*	���8��**�����
����*	
����3�
����
�2����
�����("(�
-��
� �#��4$�4�4,99�6�
��+� #��4$��4�4,9554:��
�,��	� �eyedoc_ca@yahoo.com�
�
)���
	�%���+&�����*�	
���	��
&���	���	�
�*��
���

�������	�'���&����
��������
�������)������������������
����7*	���(�



���������	
����0�

 
 
 

 
Please keep us updated, send us your current information: 
 
Name_______________________ 
Address_____________________ 
Phone #_____________________ 
E-mail______________________ 
 

Send to The Visionary Editor 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
The Visionary 
Aaron Luekenga, OD - editor 
400 E. Santa Barbara St. Suite C 
Santa Paula, CA 93060 
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